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which there was a sharp divergence between German and
Austrian policy* Though the relations between Bucharest
and Vienna had become increasingly strained, Bucharest
and Berlin had remained on terms of firm cordiality, and
Germany had done much to keep King Carol and his people
loyal to the Triple Alliance. These ties had been originally
cemented through the kinship of the Hohenzollern rulers.
They had been strengthened by the long residence at Bucha-
rest of Kiderlen-Wachter, one of Germany's ablest diplo-
mats since Bismarck's day. Even when Kiderlen was called
to Berlin to pilot the Foreign Office in the last months of
Billow and the first years of Bethmann, he continued the
close friendly relations which he had established with King
Carol and influential Rumanian politicians.238 Jon Bra-
tianu the Younger, the leader of the so-called Liberal Party,
at heart tended more and more to the side of the Triple
Entente. He had been educated in France, visited Paris
annually, and naturally had Gallic sympathies. These were
strengthened by the political calculation as far back as 1909
that the Entente might prove a stronger combination than
the Triple Alliance in a general European war, and might
therefore be a safer group for Rumania to join.239 In spite
of this, however, he had confidentially assured Kiderlen
that "he had inherited from his father the fundamental
principle that Rumania's path to Vienna lies through Ber-
lin, and that he had the firm conviction that everything
which Berlin advised was for Rumania's genuine best in-
terests." 24° He adhered to this principle and Germany did
nothing to forfeit his well-placed confidence.
During the First Balkan War, when Rumania demanded
territorial "compensations" from Bulgaria, Germany recog-
nized her demands as justified. Berlin privately urged wise
moderation and concessions both at Bucharest and Sofia, in
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